Chilomoni Victim Support Unit

Chilomoni, Blantyre



“In Malawi, the prevalence of domestic violence among... married
women perpetrated by their current or most recent spouse (physical,
sexual, or emotional) is estimated as 42%, higher than the global
estimate of intimate partner violence.”

(National Statistics Office Malawi & DHS Program, 2017)

Much like other deprived parts of the country, the township of
Chilomoni, just outside the city of Blantyre in Malawi, has historically
seen a high prevalence of gender-based violence case numbers.
Facilities and treatment for victims was previously very limited in
the area, to the point where sometimes both victim and offenders
would be held in the same small building while claims were being
investigated.

The community of Chilomoni approached Beehive, who had already
funded and constructed several other community buildings in the
area, to request the provision of a much-needed support facility for
domestic violence victims. Aware of an assault which had recently
taken place on one of its female members of staff, Beehive obliged.

The result was a simple, single-storey structure, located adjacent
to Chilomoni Police Station; in this way, victims and offenders could
be kept completely separate from one another in the event of an
assault. The building is designed to accommodate victims and their
children who may be unable to return to their homes for several days
following an assault; it therefore contains two offices for consultation
and investigation (one for adult victims and one for child victims),
a bedroom large enough to accommodate up to four people, and
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a bathroom with shower. The “living” space has deliberately been
separated from the public office space, through the use of a small
Lobby, in order to respect the users’ privacy.

The building has been constructed from Beehive's site-made
Hydraform blocks, used in a loadbearing capacity in order to remove
the need for reinforced concrete framing. Steel roof sheets supported
by timber rafters form a simple, functional monopitch roof. Unlike
many homes in the surrounding area, the Victim Support Unit has
running water and electricity throughout, provided for the comfort
of the users. Bright, bold signage on the building’s exterior proudly
proclaims the function of the building, inviting women to access the
service when required.
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